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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

This application was filed on August 4, 1998. On November 27, 2000 a first request for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) 
was filed. A rejection was mailed to applicants on February 8, 2001 and a Notice of Appeal was filed on August 13, 2001. A second 
request for CPA was filed on March 8, 2002. A final rejection was mailed to apphcants on May 6, 2002. The final rejection of May 
6, 2002 is hereby vacated because the second CPA request was improper. 

37 CFR L53(d)(l) was amended to provide that the prior application of a CPA must be: (1) a utility or plant appUcation that was filed 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 1(a) before May 29, 2000, (2) a design application, or (3) tiie national stage of an international application fliat was 
filed under 35 U.S.C 363 before May 29, 2000. See Changes to Apphcation Examination and Provisional AppHcation Practice, 
interim rule, 65 Fed. Reg. 14865, 14872 (Mar. 20, 2000), 1233 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 47, 52 (Apr 11, 2000). Since a CPA of this 
apphcation is not permitted under 37 CFR L53(d)(l), the improper request for a CPA is being treated as a request for continued 
examination of this apphcation under 37 CFR 1.1 14. See id. at 14866, 1233 Off. Gaz. Pat. OfiRce at 48. 

A request for continued exammation under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 was filed in fliis apphcation on March 8, 2002, after appeal to die Board of 
Patent Appeals and Interferences. Therefore, the appeal has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. The request, however, lacks 
the fee reqmred by 37 CFR 1 . 17(e) and/or the submission required by 37 CFR 1.114. Since the proceedings as to tiie rejected claims 
are considered termmated, and no claim is allowed, Ihe apphcation is abandoned. See MPEP 1215.01. 
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